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Menander is immortalised in the celebrated Pali text
Milindapanha or "Questions of Milinda" (Menander),
which is one of the most notable books in Buddhist
literature. Many Greeks became devout Vaishnavas.
Heliodoros, a Greek statesman and for some time a
scholar in the University of Taxila, called himself
a Parama-bhagavata, a staunch Vaishnava devotee,
in an inscription on a Garuda pillar (the Besnagar
column) which he erected in Vidisha, the Malwa capi-
ta^ where he came in the second century B.C. as an
ambassador of the then Greek king of Taxila. Among
the immigrants from Central Asia who  contributed
an important   element to the 'Indian   population
in several provinces^the Scythians were completely
Indianised  within less than two generations. They
adopted purely Hindu names such as Rudradaman,
Jayadaman,   etc. The  third  king  of the  Western
Kshatrap dynasty  was  an  enthusiastic admirer of
Hindu culture and religion. In an official document
lie proudly proclaims himself as a pious Hindu and
an ardent patron of Sansfcrir language. It is interest-
ing that while his   contemporaries, the   Brahmin
Shatavahana rulers of the Deccan, were using Prakrit
language for  State purposes, Rudradaman himself
was using Sanskrit for the purpose. The second ruler
of the Kushana dynasty bore a foreign name, Wima
Kadphises; but he was a staunch Shaiva. Shiva alone
appears on his coins where the king describes himself
as a Parama-maheshwam, a great devotee of Shiva.
His successor Kanishka was a well-known Buddhist